MEDIA RELEASE
National Autism Strategy Launch 
Perth, Western Australia – January 14, 2025.
People With disabilities WA (PWdWA) is pleased to announce its strong support for the newly released National Autism Strategy. This landmark initiative, unveiled at an event in Perth by the Minister for Social Services, the Hon. Amanda Rishworth MP, aims to address the significant challenges faced by autistic individuals, including an unemployment rate that is six times higher than the national average.
PWdWA is committed to being part of the solution by partnering with key stakeholders to create effective employment pathways for autistic individuals. As an organisation led by and for people with disabilities, we are dedicated to fostering an inclusive and supportive environment.
Interim CEO Kat Johns, who attended the Perth launch event with Minister Rishworth, stated: “As an autistic individual who faced school exclusions, I understand the challenges firsthand. Attending today’s event with the Minister was a significant moment. PWdWA fully supports the National Autism Strategy, and we are proactively collaborating on initiatives that will reduce unemployment and other disparities’
Board Chair Shazzy Tharby added: "As the Chairperson of People With disabilities Western Australia, I warmly welcome the announcement of Australia’s first National Autism Strategy. This is a significant step toward creating a more inclusive society where Autistic individuals can access the support and services they need to thrive. The strategy’s focus on areas such as health, mental health, social inclusion, and employment aligns closely with the values of PWdWA and our commitment to advocating for the rights of people with disabilities. We look forward to seeing these initiatives implemented and to continuing our work in ensuring that Autistic individuals in Western Australia are empowered to live full and meaningful lives."
Minister Amanda Rishworth delivered a speech at the launch in which she recognised the importance of addressing the barriers Autistic people face in areas like education and employment and reinforced the Albanese Labor Government’s commitment to improving the lives of the almost 300,000 Autistic people living in Australia.
For further information, please contact: Kat Johns, Interim CEO, 004 293 745 or Vanessa Jessett, Organisational Development and Engagement Manager 0456 977 443.



